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"The real voyage of discovery, would be not to visit strange landscapes but to possess new eyes... to
behold the universe through the eyes of another, of a hundred others". Marcel Proust
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Our main sectors of intervention:
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A A 1:1 Prototype of Polypropylene Material Explored in the Oyster-tecture Proposal

practices and community-based action, which scales down to the prerogatives, cultivating a civic
participatory initiatives, we can unit of individual behavior and up ethos of shared work, learning,
work together strategically to to the frame of regional politics, play, and responsibility. Landscape
reverse ecological degradation remains full of potential. In this way, architecture is seeding the next
and social fragmentation. The urban parks are redefined as next generation of engaged and
concept of civic landscape as a century infrastructure, linking citizen environmentally aware civic
manageable scale of thought and participation with environmental stewards. Time to get to work.

This article was written as a part of the Landscape Architecture Foundation’s The New Landscape Declaration: A Summit
on Landscape Architecture and the Future held in Philadelphia, USA, on June 10-11, 2016. Each of the 25 invited speakers
was asked to write a 1,000-word "Declaration" of leadership and ideas for how landscape architecture can make its vital
contribution in response to the challenges of our time and the next 50 years. These Declarations were then presented at
the Summit.

Kate Orff, PLA - Founder and Partner, SCAPE, www.scapestudio.com

Director, Urban Design Program, Columbia University
All images are property of SCAPE Landscape Architecture D.P.C.
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A Be’er Sheva Quarry Park (Photo credit: SCAPE, Topotek, LoLA, Yael Moria Klain, & Jonathan Cohen-Litant)
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Urban Ecology as Activism

By Landscape Architect Kate Orff | SCAPE

Nineteenth-century Olmsted

parks shaped green civic spaces,
forming a backdrop for an emerging
democratic nation and defining

the contours of the American city.
Today, urban landscapes are newly
pivotal in fostering an era where
communities directly engage with
the local environment, and where
these spaces can be reimagined

as productive landscapes that

are not only pastoral settings, but
also active generators of social

life. | envision an activist future
landscape that gives form to citizen
participation and grows in tandem
with social networks. In the age

of climate change, everyone is a
landscape architect.

The book Toward an Urban Ecology
(Monacelli, 2016) maps our design
process: exploring, defining,
researching, and building these
landscapes. Part monograph, part
manual, part manifesto, it asks
what the agency of the landscape
architect is. How do we not just
make landscapes, buildings, and
public spaces, but make change?
Landscape architecture is not just a
discipline, it is a stance - a stance of
activism.

We need to imagine a wholly
different set of relationships with
the earth relative to nothing less
than the scale of humanity and our
shared path forward. The effect

of chemical pollution, energy
extraction, water scarcity, poverty,
extremism, species extinctions, and
social fragmentation intertwine in a
global feedback loop.!

We need not only the sharpened
digital, design, and mapping

tools of the landscape architect,
but the tools of politics, science,
storytelling, sharing, and
collaboration to bring disparate
groups together around a common
purpose. It will require Americans
and other rich nations to consume
less. It will require a rapid transition
away from fossil fuels and toward
less polluting forms of energy that
occupy and affect our landscapes

' See Petrochemical America Richard Misrach and Kate Orff, Aperture 2012
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differently. It will require the
proliferation of human rights and
gender equity. It will require new
land policy and legal concepts of
landscape, not those formulated

in the era of invisible hydrocarbon
combustion. We need to abandon
inherited picturesque concepts

like view shed, which interpreted

in our legal system has doomed
aquaculture, solar, and wind energy
projects. It will demand sacrifice
and new conceptions of pleasure,
leisure, happiness, work, pain,
time, and beauty. But landscape
architects can help change the here
and now and help society move
toward a settlement pattern and
mode of living that is both deeply
joyful and deeply decarbonized.

We need to jointly conceptualize
the physical and social, and
move past old notions of formal
and informal, maintenance and
stewardship, to embrace a

CITY MAKINGES

PLAZAS / PATHS'/ BENCHES

more complex understanding of
landscape and community. Moving
forward, landscape architects and
urban designers can contribute

to positive and purposeful civic-
scale interventions, interweaving
science, policy, people, and art.
We need more projects like Living
Breakwaters, a chain of protective
breakwaters seeded with oysters,
creating habitat designed to recruit
finfish and shellfish and tended

by high school science students.
Such projects have emerged from
a stance of informed creativity and
an impulse to engage the world

as it is, using contextual, holistic,
and collaborative work processes.
Living Breakwaters is in the pre-
construction phase, advancing all
components of the project with a
tripartite purpose: risk reduction,
marine habitat enhancement, and
social engagement are proceeding
in concert. Projects of the future
will be designed through different

SOCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS
TERRACES / CINEMA / STAIRCASE

A Quarry Park: Local Activation and Skills Training

A Toward an Urban Ecology by Kate Orff,
SCAPE

processes and will take very
different forms when multiple
purposes are taken as goals.

In this, as in all of our projects, we
aim to overlay the regenerative
capacity of living infrastructure
with the methods of community
organizing. Issues as massive

as global climate change can

feel well beyond our capacities

to alter, but by bringing together
large-scale strategic planning

CULTURE MAKING
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
CRAFTSMANSHIP / GEOLOGY /
SCULPTURE
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en's Hospital

The landscape of the Nelson along a central circulation spine, healthcare facilities in South Africa.
Mandela Children's Hospital was has been carefully designed and

conceived as a therapeutic or programmed to encourage different As our lives become more

healing landscape. Reconnecting users to interact with it. The wide demanding and complex, we need
with nature is an essential part variety of plant species used in the to take the time to appreciate the
of therapeutic landscape design. landscape was not only chosen landscapes we use every day.

The aim is to accelerate recovery for its aesthetic contribution to the Landscape architects should
through visual and physical space, but also to attract bird life design places where we can
engagement with nature. A series into the courtyards. This hospital reconnect and which will help us
of courtyard gardens arranged is set to become the blueprint for understand our context better.

Landscape Architect Anton Comrie - Founding Member of GREENiInc.
Anton has been involved in numerous national and international projects. His focus in recent years has been large
scale projects as well as complex heritage projects. His philosophy revolves around the creation of projects with a
sense of integrity, contextual responsibility and ecological integration.

Photos credit: GREENinc
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A Figure 2: Hollard Street, Johannesburg

the city became attractive again

as an investment destination.
GREENinc was appointed on two
projects where we could explore
ideas around the re-integration of
urban open space. The first project
was the upgrade of the already
pedestrianized Hollard Street,
located in the traditional heartland
of the mining sector. The second
project was the Braamfontein public
environment upgrade.

With both projects we had to
address substantial environmental

X iy B

degradation and disinvestment.
We used mobility coupled with
increased opportunity for social
engagements as the design driver.
In Hollard street we removed all
redundant physical and visual
obstructions. By adding seating,
lighting and walkable pavements,
the once barren spaces became

the daily go-to place during breaks.

The catalytic nature of this project
contributed significantly to the
resurgence of the south-western
quadrant of the inner city.

A Figure 3: Braamfontein (Image courtesy of MMA Studio)
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The Braamfontein public
environment upgrade had a similar
focus to Hollard Street, even though
there was limited opportunity for
creating pedestrian orientated
spaces. The professional team
consisting of landscape architects
and urban designers, developed a
solution that prioritized pedestrian
movement. Existing pavement were
re-surfaced, lighting was introduced
and large native trees species were
planted along all the streets. Today
Braamfontein is a thriving mixed-
use environment that has attracted
substantial investment from student
housing to hip hotels.

Two recently completed projects
are the Marula Game Ranch and
the Nelson Mandela Children's
Hospital. The context of these two
projects could not be further apart,
yet the theme of reconnecting is
evident. Located in breathtaking
Namib desert, Marula Game Ranch
is an exclusive retreat on the
banks of the Skaap river. The main
lodge was sited approximately two
hundred meters away from the
river and strategically located on

a hill to maximize the incredible
views. We established a strong
connection between the river

and the lodge, by means of a
linear navigation route informed
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A Figure 4, 5: Marula Game Ranch, Namibia - Courtyard

landscape. Courtyards, pavilions
and terraces provide moments to
stop and appreciate views over
the landscape. Sometimes these
spaces enclose and isolate you

by the idea of a charm bracelet.
This afforded us the opportunity
to provide a series of spaces

or 'charms' that interrupted

the linear journey through the

-y

S

', ’_"“!\‘95‘. NN SUOXN ‘\:‘3,

from the vastness of the Namibia
landscape, for a more intimate
experience that focus on plant
specimens, artwork and the
preciousness of water.
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A Figure 1: Atterbury Estate, Pretoria. Constructed in 1997

Reconnecting Landscapes

By Landscape Architect Anton Comrie | GREENinc

How often do we move through
familiar landscapes without stopping
to appreciate it? It sometimes
takes an admiring visitor to remind
us of its value. Our rushed lives
and pre-occupations is creating a
disconnect in our understanding

of physical context and our place
within this context.

South Africa is the 9™ largest
country in Africa and is
approximately seventeen times

the size of Israel. The landscape

is dramatic and diverse. It ranges
from coastal forest to desert and
from rural settlements to urban
metropoles. South Africa also has a
complex political landscape due to
past discriminatory policies of racial
segregation. GREENiInc's work
during the past two decades has
been driven by the goal of creating

"reconnections" in this diverse the
landscape.

During the mid-nineties, most
landscape architects in South
Africa were either focusing on the
conservation of natural systems,
or on landscape design for private
or institutional clients. It was

rare for landscape architects to
combine these to work streams.
After extensive travels we realized
that through innovative design

we could reconnect and integrate
environmental systems with
development. Our first commission
was the design of a commercial
development located on the
banks of small stream in Pretoria.
Working closely with the architects
we created a linear a pedestrian
movement system parallel to the
stream. It was then densely planted

with a large variety of indigenous
plant species, thus echoing the
bio-diversity of the stream, while
fulfilling the functional needs of

the building occupants. Figure 1
shows the landscape 15 years after
completion.

This project paved the way for
several commercial and private
projects, with a consistent theme of
integrating high impact development
with ecological systems thinking.
Reconnecting urban spaces was the
next logical step for us. During the
late Eighties and Nineties sanctions
were imposed on South Africa and
many multi-national companies
closed their doors in the inner city,
resulting in high vacancies. After
the abolishment of apartheid and
the election of a new government,
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