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From Industry to Greenery
Landscape Architect Yarden Woolf, p.40
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z  Daniel S. Meier, Generative Modeling as a tool in Urban Riverfront Design; an exploration of Parametric Design in Landscape Architecture, Thesis for
the Degree Master of Landscape Architecture, The Ohio State University 2012, chap 2, p.12.
*  Stephen Phillips, ‘Parametric Design: a Brief History’, 06/25/2012 http://www.aiacc.org/2012/06/25/parametric-design-a-brief-history/ ; Daniel Davis, A
History of Parametric, 6 August 2013, http://www.danieldavis.com/a-history-of-parametric/
¢ http://www.baraut.net/feidad/physical_experiments.html

> Davis, ibid.
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Technique Documentation: Exploring Topography and Hydrology in Grasshopper A
http://lab.visual-logic.com/2013/12/technique-documentation-exploring-topography-and-
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Joseph Claghorn, Generative Landscapes :191107 NIYNNN 7R TN NN RN A
PATH FINDER USING A RECURSIVE PROCESS. February 17, 2015
https://generativelandscapes.wordpress.com/2015/02/17/path-finder-using-a-recursive-process-example-8-5
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Joseph Claghorn, Generative Landscapes :1911017 NUYNIN1 1Y A
ADDING DETAIL TO A REGION - FORESTS - EXAMPLE 20.6. September 23, 2014
https://generativelandscapes.wordpress.com/2014/09/23/adding-detail-to-a-region-forests-example-20-6
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7 Paul Edward Jester, Shifting Gears: Exploring Parametric Design to Renovate an Urban Waterfront, Master of Landscape Architecture, University of Maryland 2014.
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The emotional dimension focused on
how interviewees felt relating to the
quality of the public realm and safety.
Uses and activities focused on three
categories: necessary, optional and
social.

Users’ sensory experience in the canal
focused primarily on their reaction to
its natural elements and form. Natural
elements, particularly vegetation, were
experienced as visually appealing in
all three character areas (figure 6).
The form of the canal, and specifically
the towpath width and materials,
influenced both the visual appeal

of the character areas and also the
comfort levels of walking in them.
Users’ emotional experience was
influenced primarily by natural
elements and form (similarly to their
sensory experience). The combination
of a narrow towpath and low bridges
led to low visibility and made some
interviewees feel unsafe in various
parts of the canal.

Findings show that users’ activities
were influenced primarily by two
factors: location and form. The
canal’s Central London location

Camden Market L, ...

St Paneras Way Beidpe  foreroninninn | o T

Grranary Square

LT | I

Mecessary activities

A Figure 5: Observation summary

Location

Form

Optional activities Social activities

MNatural elements

vy

v vy

Uses and Emotional Sensory
activities dimension dimension

A Figure 7: The relationship between user experience and spatial attributes of the

Regent’s Canal

along with the narrow towpath and
excellent connectivity encouraged
people to use it as a transportation
route during mornings and afternoons
of weekdays. Sitting amenities and

a wider towpath in Camden Market
and Granary Square character areas
created a platform for optional and
social activities to take place during
evenings and weekends.

Research findings confirm that spatial
attributes of public places influence
experience. In particular, the findings
illustrate which spatial attributes of the
canal affect each of the dimensions of
experience (figure 7).

The canal’s location affected the way
people used it, and the activities users
performed in it. The canal’s natural
elements influenced both the sensory
and emotional dimensions, suggesting
they are strongly related. Findings
also show that the form of the canal
was the most dominant factor which

influenced all three key dimensions of
experience.

Data suggests the canal transforms
from a transportation route during
mornings and afternoons of weekdays
to a vibrant recreational place

in evenings and weekends. The
combination of a narrow towpath,
excellent connectivity, central location
and car-free environment encourages
commuters to use it during mornings
and afternoons of weekdays. During
evenings and weekends, users enjoy
the shade, natural elements and visual
appeal of the canal.

Wider towpaths and designated
seating areas in Camden Market

and Granary square character areas
encouraged users to perform a broad
range of activities, highlighting the
canal’s success as a public place. The
flexibility of activities the canal can
accommodate at different times also
adds to its success.

Yarden Woolf, associate landscape architect and urban designer at Ariel Sadra
Landscape Architect Ltd. BLA.in landscape architecture from the Technion, 2014,
and MSc. (with distinction) in urban design and city planning from University
College London, 2017
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two kilometres between Camden
Market and Granary Square and was
divided into three character areas
based on varying spatial attributes.
Observation sessions were used to
examine how people use the canal,
what activities they engage in and
where. The data was analysed based
on Gehl’s (1987) classification of three
categories of activities: necessary,
optional and social. Overall 795 users
were documented in 10 hours of
observation (figure 5).
Walking interviews were chosen
as an additional method. Overall,

[ 2 » - ten interviews were conducted and
. "M interviewees were chosen to reflect

¥ 23 . & . =~ | different users of the canal, such as

A Figure 4: Canal users at Granary Square joggers, cyclists, walkers, individuals
and families, all living in London.

il
1

o Ohyectrecs e The way interviewees experienced the
........... . Cana|wasresearchedandana|ysed
- ¢ 1 To entify and analyse the spatial ~ * . © using the three key dimensions
[ attribistes of the canal _f ' : *  detailed in the research framework.

e el e A L . " i, . [Forthe sensory dimension,
....................... : aficaibes siny X , )

g : B e interviewees were asked questions
e he o . 2. T icberntify horw users expernones ' CAN By MppOOdca: .
¥ uM“.LJEFm.Im-! I diifferent parts of the canal ¥ . observaton, walking regardlng what they can see, tOUCh’
. Regene'’s Canal in relation | k| , = Soneralcis and ey * hear and smell

o its spanial areribuates. P S . . q .

* The zim of the research

= to understand how

= : 3. To investigate and understand the : " .
. L— ¢ relationship between wser cxperienes and the + —— . . Y Figure 6: Lush vegetation along the

S P PR PG ! e e e et S S St. Pancras Way Bridge character area

A Figure 2: Research aim, objectives and methods

The Regent's Canal
L
f 1
Aim 1 - To kdentify and analyse the spatial Aim 2 - To sdentify how users expericnce
attributes of the canal different parts of the canal
. Distance, x ¥ ) * Shght, touch, hearing * .
. . : i . »  Semsory J smell .
. Loscation accessahility and . — . 3 = an & -
e * , : . dimension * .
M frequency of use = A 3 - T = ' £ :
s EEmmm Teparssawew S ria investigate and & “rrssssEeus "
L T PP : o : :
i Shape and size, - cE o : Cuality of the public e
L : s - P *  Emotonal . realm, safety .
. Foarm . materals, strect . N . . : ' ¥ -
. Eircauh X 7 * dimension ; ﬁ -
. T . expericnice . : .
g SR ST N e = and the spatial - EEEEEREEE RS :
: . : Prmsa - ." Necessary, optional = |
v Nawnl . Uthan nanre, warer | 2 L *  Usesand . andsocialactivies . *
E elements :. and vegetanon .: . --— : activities £ B> E
Legend

@ Observation £ Walking mtervicws

A Figure 3: Research framework

39 6811"71] 2018 12NLBOD




A Figure 1: The Regent’s Canal, London

From Industry to Greenery

Exploring How Users Experience the Regent’s Canal
in Relation to its Spatial Attributes

By Landscape Architect Yarden Woolf

This research was made possible by the support of my personal tutors, Dr. Juliana Martins and
Dr. Michael Short, and the individuals who gave up their time to be interviewed. For this | am grateful.

The way users experience public
places has long stood in the heart

of urban design. However, there

are ongoing debates as to how to
define experience and which spatial
attributes of public places shape and
affect it. Various studies addressed
this gap in the context of common
types of public places, such as parks
and streets, while overlooking newer
ones, such as post-industrial canals.
Previous studies also tend to focus
on one dimension of experience at

a time, ignoring its complex nature.
This research addressed these gaps
by exploring how users experience
the Regent’s Canal in London and
how that relates to the canal’s spatial
attributes.

Literature related to spatial attributes

of public places, how users experience
and the relationship between the two
was reviewed in a critical manner. In
order to address the research aim

and objectives (figure 2), there was a
need to first define its contents. There
remains an ongoing debate about
defining experience in public places, as
scholars research various dimensions of
experience in public places. However,
most scholars agree that different
people experience places in different
ways, and as such, experience should
be researched from an individual
perspective. This study drew on the
complexity of user experience and
defines it through various dimensions
as illustrated in figure 3.

The overall research design was of

a qualitative case study approach
that built on a combination of data
collection methods to address the
complexity of the explored concepts.
Walking interviews and observation
were deployed as data collection
methods, and were supported by
secondary documents such as maps.
The Regent’s Canal in Central London
was the chosen case study for this
research. This canal was selected as
a relevant example of a ‘successful’
redeveloped post-industrial canal
that now serves as a public place
(figure 4). Due to its length and the
time constraints of this research a
representative section of the canal was
chosen. It stretches for approximately
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