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Advocacy by Design: Employing Green

Urbanism
Landscape Architect Mia Lehrer, p. 58
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A The Nature Gardens at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County serve as a laboratory for urban ecological research
Photo credit: Dawn Dyer, Mia Lehrer, Studio-MLA
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The real water, the real wind, the real calm,
the real miles and miles, the real things,
this is why this project have that enormous
energy because [it] deals with reality
absolute!
https://youtu.be/nfDGK_ 110707 wW'yp)
(WSFro?t=308
01 72 ., 7'UNNN NIN'SYNDN IR ©219 T1nY 9]
00N N2IYN 7710 MIN'NHB11TNN 12 W90
12201 127 (M"Y X' X70) 1NN "2 - DTN
Unou N Nl
V1017 N'7¥NY 77NN 2'700 TN 100 X
NN NMINTNITY7IN 210MN NN 2 Y'R0N71
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MWY7 07121 DWTI IR A0 913 721D
NINNN 1YY NMYWOR WY NN Y7 172
2798 M7
It is extremely physical...because you do
not [only] look, you don't [only] walk; you
are there and youre on the project. You
move by the project physically, and you
need to make an effort to walk. And to see
all these things in constant motion - [and]
you personally - by the moving of the water.
0'9'¥I0 NNTM9 397 100M7 DY 1'% 71NN)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=,7nj77
(RRociWDvyBO
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The Floating Piers -
Google Maps Street
View tour
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A The landscape architecture for the Los Angeles NFL Stadium and Entertainment District at Hollywood Park looks to the world's
Y Mediterranean biomes for a climate-appropriate planting strategy. Photo credit: HKS, Studio-MLA

As landscape architects, we must build
using failsafe methods that guarantee a
project's resilience.

The impact of our projects must

be quantifiable to communicate

their additive value to government
bodies and the public. From a fiscal
perspective, we achieve this by
advocating for comprehensive planning
processes that can lead to vital project
funding. In addition, our designs must
reflect the complexities of biodiversity
and endangered or threatened species,
and offer the potential to connect,
protect, or restore habitat and other
resources. We must collaborate across

disciplines and engage local naturalists,
biologists, ecologists, hydrologists, and
other practitioners to employ viable
and forward-thinking plans that support
thriving regenerative ecosystems.
Whether we are working at Piggyback
Yard along the LA River, or at Dodger
Stadium, Destination Crenshaw,
Stanford University, Temple Stephen
Wise, Bosque Los Pericos Park in San
Salvador, or cultural institutions such
as the Natural History Museum, we
employ a multi-beneficial approach
coupled with strategies for regenerative
design to ensure projects that are both
holistic and self-sustaining.

Resilience Through Green
Urbanism

We have reached a tipping point. There
is no doubt now that cities must base
their growth on integrating natural
systems into the urban framework and
embracing green urbanism.

As global citizens, each of us can use
our voices and our creative abilities

to generate the solutions we need to
design for climate change and create
communities and ecologies that are
truly resilient to what is already upon us
and what lies ahead.

This is daring work and we do not
intend to stop.

Photos credit: Studio-MLA

Mia Lehrer, FASLA, founded MLA with a vision to improve quality of life through landscape. She is internationally recognized for
progressive landscape design, advocacy for sustainable and people-friendly public places, and catalyzing work for a climate-
appropriate future. Mia has led the design and implementation of ambitious public and private projects, including the Hollywood
Park Racetrack redevelopment and its new LA NFL Stadium, the LA County Natural History Museum Gardens, Vista Hermosa
Natural Park, and many Los Angeles River-related projects. She earned her Master of Landscape Architecture degree from Harvard
University’s Graduate School of Design, and lectures and teaches around the world. In 2017 she received the ASLA’'s LaGasse Medal
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Yet an exciting recalibration is
underway. Studio-MLA has been
fortunate to work along the LA River
for more than 25 years. During

these many projects, we listened to
collective stakeholder visions, which
include revitalizing the river, restoring
ecosystems, greening neighborhoods,
and providing equitable opportunities
for housing, parks, employment,

and transportation connections.

Our collaborative designs and plans
incorporate natural processes and
improve the overall quality of the
environment while providing social,
ecological, and economic benefits

to serve a system that is both
interconnected and multi-beneficial.
Among our many active projects, the
Piggyback Yard project proposes
repurposing the largest parcel of land

Y The Nature Gardens at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County serve as a
laboratory for urban ecological research. Photo credit: Dawn Dyer, Mia Lehrer, Studio-MLA

adjacent to the LA River. The project
re-envisions a 125-acre railyard into
an overflow flood detention basin
for the river. This will improve water
quality, promote cultural and mixed-
use development, and allow the
area to serve as a "Central Park" for
downtown Los Angeles. Projects
like this exemplify public support
for reverse-engineering grey riverine
infrastructures to allow natural green
systems to flow through the urban
framework.

Regenerative Design

We believe that in today's new

era, projects must be both multi-
beneficial and regenerative. The term
"regenerative" describes processes
that restore, renew, or revitalize their
own sources of energy and materials.




A Vista Hermosa Park exemplifies sustainable design and management. The sculpted
topography retains, treats, and captures 95% of the rainwater that falls on the site in a
system that includes permeable paving, green roofs, a meadow, biofiltration swales, and
a 30,000-gallon underground storage tank connected to the irrigation system.

Photo credit: Tom Lamb

A An immediate result of the LA River Revitalization Master Plan's community engagement
process was that people began visiting and using the river for recreation and community
events. Once largely abandoned, new programming and awareness of the river gave
many people with no nearby parks a place to recreate and build community

A Commitment to Advocacy
and Equity

Our studio is aligned with impassioned
and proactive groups and professional
organizations that advocate for the
issues of our time. Through our voices
and our abilities to create design
solutions, we are committed to work
that improves the wellbeing of our
cities. This results in establishing new
approaches that reflect local cultures

and native ecologies, raising awareness
about environmental issues and
highlighting personal and collective
stories centering on the nexus between
natural and urban landscapes. These
efforts are well-received by politicians,
nonprofits, and government agencies
and can even lead to new legal
policies. Our hope is to contribute to

a greater collective legacy promoting

a balance between nature and cities
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for future generations via commitment,
action, resourcefulness, technological
innovation, and a reverence for the
natural world.

Involving stakeholders and community
partners in the planning process at
the beginning of every project allows
us to capture desires and identify
opportunities for improvements.
Through workshops, field trips, and
visioning sessions, we actively engage
participants in a collaborative dialogue
that builds support and enthusiasm
for a project over time. Central to the
success of this approach is educating
people about the inherent properties
and qualities of their region's unique
climate and ecosystem. The outcome
is a design that is both innovative and
reflective of a breadth of voices, with
stakeholder endorsement at the heart.
Over the past twenty-five years, our
landscape architectural practice, Studio-
MLA, has managed many revitalization
projects throughout California and
around the world that span ecological
site planning and design. We are on

a mission to advocate for progressive
and regenerative strategies, designs,
and policies to promote resilient
communities.

Los Angeles River, From Channel
to Living River: A Case Study

in Multi-Beneficial Green
Infrastructure

There is no better example to
underscore the impact of demographic,
environmental, and cultural changes
than the story of the Los Angeles River
and its effect on the ecology, people,
and communities. Originally designed
in the 1930s as a single-purpose
engineered system to achieve flood
protection for 17 cities in Los Angeles
County, the reconstructed LA River
was carved out of concrete culverts
and bypass systems through more
than 50 miles of a historic flood plain.
The prevailing beliefs of those times
aimed to constrict the river's flow,
which, previous to human intervention,
had ebbed and flowed with the
seasons. Through the years, the

region continued to rely on this single-
purpose grey infrastructure known as
'the channel.'
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A Piggyback Yard Conceptual Master Plan aims to regenerate a post-industrial site

Advocacy by Design:
Employing Green Urbanism

By Landscape Architect Mia Lehrer, Studio-MLA

Recalibrating Our Relationship
With Nature Through Landscape
Architecture

In the face of extreme global climate
shifts, human migration, and the
subsequent shift of socioeconomic
growth, Californians are re-examining
the nuanced relationship between
critical resources and the health of our
food, energy, air, and water systems.
As landscape architects, we are in

the fortuitous position to analyze

the pressing issues impacting our

cities via a layered and systematic
approach. We can identify holistic
strategies to recalibrate ecological and
social systems and re-envision future
infrastructural needs using processes
that empower communities. Indeed, the
health and wellbeing of a community
relies on the strength of its social fabric,
the prosperity of its economy, and
perhaps most importantly, a balanced
relationship with its natural surroundings
that is intrinsic to its resilience.

A Piggyback Yard Conceptual Master Plan aims to trigger the transformation of the Los

Angeles River as a vital corridor and gathering place

913 772TR 79 7RIWTN TIRA | 17-0 "NIYD 032N - 73 11"72 | 2019 120213

58




TIINRWYT

nJNN N1107 O'INIW desheoz.co.il

1-700-702-602

PARH \R Q““@T

PLAYER VNO0

O"yTn pnwn Jpnn Oo'nTpPnn NiN'0a 'nown 01907 "WIXPN "VNI0 NWT

FIFA
TV XwWT "V priwn -'l"l-il“ TV XwWT"V priwn | domao |
'IIII"i SPORTS GRASS Prodet




/017 ORMA TUIEA PTA mIn 713U paon
mprnmyiy oA Yw nueny o'ma
(M2um n"0 20 5w *2w31)

mnsp N il mTou a2 naomn

oy 27T Y13 Tau maa
‘o501 o'ulaYy
n"wa (HNwr) op R T ArWYn 03 Ym0 oW a3 N
amir.benshitrit@cemex.com 058-4455890 Y0

www.readymix.co.il AWmnn 170 ATHAT Aayy



